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,::::~~ f::» RIORDAN HEADS EASTERN STUDENT BODY 
~~ 
September 15, 1988 
CHARLESTON, IL--Mike Riordan, son of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Riordan of Country Club Hills, is more than a senior Zoology 
Education major at Eastern Illinois University .•. he is also 
the Student Body President for Eastern's more than 10,500 students. 
Riordan began serving in Student Government in 1985, as 
a first semester freshman. He was appointed a student senator 
to fill an empty position and was reelected during the 1986 
Spring semester. 
-more-
ADD 1/1/1/1 RIORDAN 
As a senator, he served on the Senate Housing Committee, 
which was responsible for looking into policies and programs 
to benefit students living in the Residence Halls and those 
living off-campus. 
Last year, Riordan was elected to be Eastern's student 
representative on the state Board of Governors (BOG). During 
his year in office, he was credited for creating and chairing 
the Student Advancement Committee. The committee was established 
to inform students and to campaign for the state tax increase 
defeated in July. 
"I tried to let students know what was happening, get them 
involved and coordinate their efforts with those of Eastern's 
faculty," he said. 
Riordan set up a letter writing campaign, having materials 
for students to contact their legislators asking support for 
the tax increase. 
Riordan said he was working hard for the students. "I 
didn't want a tuition increase and I wanted to uphold the quality 
of education." 
As Student Body President, he is currently working to fill 
20-25 different boards and councils across the campus. 
Riordan said, "As President, it's my duty to make sure 
students voice their opinions; that our students' best interests 
are considered in the decisions of the University. One way 
of doing this is to have the student representative positions 
filled on all boards and councils." 
-more-
ADD 2/2/2/2 RIORDAN 
He says he's also working on a Student Vote Campaign to 
"register students so they can vote in the upcoming national, 
state and local elections." 
Once this is complete, the campaign will concentrate on 
informing and educating the voters on issues and candidates' 
beliefs and platforms. The third step for the campaign is to 
get them out to vote, said Riordan. 
He feels his best quality as Student Body President is 
his ability to "keep in touch with a cross section of students." 
He has an open door policy and although he puts in 14 office 
hours a week, he spends anywhere from 20-25 hours a week as 
Student Body President. 
Besides Student Government, Riordan also holds the office 
of Chapter Guide in the Delta Tau Delta fraternity, and has 
served as fundraising chairman, Interfraternity Council delegate 
and pledge class president. 
"Sometime my parents get concerned about my activities 
getting in- the way of grades, but I feel they are very proud 
and happy with my accomplishments. I credit my parents for 
my achievements." 
He said he would never forget his father telling him to 
run for Student Council in high school. (He graduated from Marian 
Catholic High School in 1985.) 
-more-
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ADD 3/3/3/3 RIORDAN 
Dan, Riordan's younger brother, is a sophomore at Eastern, 
a Student Senator and a member of Delta Tau Delta fraternity. 
His other brother, Brian, a senior at Marian Catholic, 
is also president of his class. Riordan has one sister, Megahn, 
a freshman at Marian. 
"We (children) set high expectations for ourselves," said 
Riordan. "The younger brother has done just as much, if not 
more than the brother ahead of him." 
Riordan's talents have not gone unnoticed. He has received 
a Talented Student Award and a Grant-in-Aid Scholarship for 
outstanding student leadership. He said his future plans are 
to attend law school. 
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